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kept myself calm, and said with cool determination,
" I am quite prepared to be summoned before the
magistrate. I shall have nothing to say in self-
defence. I have made up my mind to stay in
prison, yes for years." In the meantime a third
person was employed to persuade them to accept
the offer of seventy pounds from Mr. Francis. At
length they were convinced that they never could
bring me to work any more for them. At last the
happy day arrived when I was bound an apprentice
to sculpture in marble to Messrs. Francis.
1 began my delightful employment in high
spirits, and I was truly happy, modelling, drawing,
and executing works in marble. When I had
practised there some months, one day there came a
tall magnificent looking old gentleman, his hair was
white as snow, aquiline nose, thick brows, benevo-
lent in manner. Mr. Francis presented me to him.
This was William Roscoe. He came there to order
a chimney piece for his library at Allerton Hall.
My numerous drawings were soon placed before
him and my models : he looked over them all with
very great attention, he said many encouraging
things to me, and added that he would return soon
and see more of me.
In the course of a few days Mr. Roscoe returned
and settled with my master about the chimney-
piece. Also he said that I should make a basso-
relievo for the centre of it, not in marble, but a